Accessory cells in the in vitro generation of type C virus-specific T killer lymphocytes. II. Demonstration of a T helper cell in the spleen of in vivo primed mice.
The existence of a helper T cell cooperating with cytolytic T lymphocytes (CTL) in cell-mediated anti-tumor responses specific for the virus-induced FMR antigens can be demonstrated by using unprimed thymocytes as CTL precursors and in vivo primed irradiated spleen cells as helper. The helper T cells express Thy-1.2 and Lyt-1.2 antigens at their surface, but not Lyt-2.2. The helper function required the presence of macrophages to be detected, is antigen specific, and appears unusually radiosensitive compared with previously described helper T cell function.